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GLIMPSES OF GLORY 

Cross of Glory Lutheran Church 

Malina and Rohrbaugh in their work, Social 

Science Commentary on the Synoptics, 

identify the ancient Mediterranean people as 

dyadic. That is to say, they developed their 

identity from what others thought of them 

and not by what they thought of themselves. 

It is at least in part, why Jesus says to the 

disciples “who do people say that I am . . . who 

do you say that I am” (Matt. 16:13&15). 

This is hard for modern day Americans to 

fathom, since we live by a mantra, a creed if 

you will, that says it doesn’t matter what 

others think of you, it only matters what you 

think of yourself. I call it a creed because we 

rarely, if ever, question this view point. We are 

so sure that we are right about it, that this 

ancient Mediterranean way of thinking seems 

primitive and ridiculous. 

Consider with me that almost any point of 

view is eligible for evaluation at some point in 

its tenure no matter how strongly it is held. In 

light of this, I offer a few comments contrary 

to popular belief. 

We are social by nature. We were created in 

plurality. Most of the time when someone 

says they don’t care what others think about 

them, they are trying to deflect some form of 

criticism. To say that we don’t care what 

others think of us is disingenuous. Of course 

we care. Not caring at all would be extreme 

narcissism, and basing our identity exclusively 

on the opinion of others would be extreme co-

dependency. An emotionally healthy person 

would measure somewhere in the middle. 

Further, if someone is abnormally skewed to 

one side or the other, encouragement to focus 

heavily on the other side might be offered 

simply to balance the scale. Maybe this is 

where the denial began. 

If you agree with the above comments then 

you would also agree that a well-balanced 

person cares about what she thinks of herself, 

and also cares about what others think of her. 

Such a person strikes a balance between the 

two as they proceed through life. 

This is good news because there are days 

when we may not think so highly of ourselves. 

There are some days, some moments when 

another’s opinion of us may be the thing that 

gives us strength to carry on. There are 

moments when I find peace, comfort, and 

strength in what Jesus thinks of me. He thinks 

enough of me to forgive me and continue in 

relationship with me. He thinks enough of me 

to offer me grace and mercy. He thought 

enough of me to die for me on the cross. 

There are days when my identity is found 

primarily in what someone else thinks of me, 

rather than in what I think of myself.  

Pastor Gary 

Identity 



Notes & News 

 

 

Comments or suggestions? 

We’d love to hear from you. 

Contact the church office to be 

included in an upcoming 

newsletter. The deadline for 

the August newsletter is  

July 21st 

 

The Cross of Glory Newsletter 

is available each month on the 

church’s website. It is also 

emailed to the congregation  

in a pdf format. Paper copies 

are available upon request. 

Please contact the church 

office if you have any 

questions. 

Comedies from Radio’s Golden Age 
Joins us for one night only, July 7th at 
7:30 pm for a presentation of 
Comedies from Radio’s Golden Age  
featuring live music and foley sound 
effects. Enjoy Abbott & Costello’s 
“Who’s On First” and many other 
classic sketches from the legends of 
radio. Refreshments, coffee, and 
desserts will be served during 
intermission. The suggested donation 
is $10 with all proceeds to benefit 
Cross of Glory. 
 
Men’s Breakfast 
LMM will be hosting the Men’s Breakfast 
on the following Saturday mornings at 
8:00AM: 
July 22nd 
August 12th 
September 23rd 
October 14th 
 
Please see Willis Hines or Walter Kain 
with any questions. 
 

VBS 
The dates have been set for this 
year’s Vacation Bible School! It will be 
held the week of July 24th-28th. 
Registration forms for students and 
volunteers will be available soon. If 
you are interested in participating as 
a teacher, kitchen helper, or any 
other position, please contact the 
church office or Janet Kain. This 
year’s theme is Maker Fun Factory: 
Created by God, built for a purpose. 
If you would like to donate supplies, 

we are specifically looking for empty 
metal cans (without sharp edges) in 
varying sizes, cardboard packing 
boxes, and colorful caps from bottles 
and squeeze pouches.  
 
16th Annual Fall Yard Sale, Bake 
Sale, and Snack Shack BBQ 
This year’s yard sale will be held on 
Saturday, September 23rd as part of 
the town-wide Aberdeen Day 
celebration. Donation drop-off will be 
Friday, September 22nd. Look for 
more information coming soon. 
 
Nursery School 
There are still Nursery School 
openings for our 2017-2018 school 
year. If you know someone who is 
interested in registering a child, 
please contact Janet Kain. 
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NJ Synod 

1930 State Highway 33 

Hamilton Square, NJ 08690 

609-586-6800 

Fax: 609-586-1597 

www.njsynod.org 

info@njsynod.org 

Mon. — Fri. 

9am—5pm 

Rev. Tracie L. Bartholomew 

Bishop 

Jersey Jottings 

News from around the NJ Synod 

Great Adventure Day 
Due to schedule conflicts with Six Flags 
Great Adventure, the trip will be 
canceled in 2017, but we’re hoping that 
it will be back in 2018! 

Theological Education  
with Youth (TEY) 
July 22-29, 2017 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Getttysburg 
Theological Education with Youth (TEY) is 
an opportunity to equip and empower 
youth to have a voice with a Lutheran 
identity to go and change the world. The 
week-long program incorporates 
classroom time and experiential learning, 
offering young people a unique 
opportunity to engage with theology. 
Registration and more information is 
available at 
www.theologicaleducationwithyouth.co
m/ 

Lutheran Episcopal Advocacy Ministry of 
New Jersey  
Justice Gathering 
September 16, 2017; 10am-3pm 
Cross Roads Camp & Retreat Center 
This event is for all ministry groups and 
persons who have a passion for justice. 
During the gathering there will be 
opportunities to engage fellow Lutherans 
and Episcopalians from throughout the 
state. Deepen your engagement with 
justice issues, and grow your network. 
There is no cost, but you must register in 
advance. Activities for children will be 
offered, so bring your family!  
 

 

New Jersey Voting Guide 
In 2017, New Jersey voters will once 
again take to the polls to decide the 
direction of the state. We will elect a 
new governor this year. Additionally, 
every member of the New Jersey 
legislature-State Assembly and Senate—
is up for reelection. In the coming 
months, the members of our 
congregations will be offered myriad 
visions for the future of the state. We 
hope the New Jersey Voting Guide can 
inform voters on ways to engage with 
candidates and policy issues as people of 
faith.  

Excellence in Ministry Unleashed  
Our fall :”EMU Day” events are designed 
to encourage greater freedom to talk 
about the relationship between money 
and faith, to examine and perhaps 
change behaviors, and to consider the 
complexities of serving as a rostered 
leader in this 21st century. Through the 
information and activities in this event 
one might expect to be more confident 
in private and public behaviors related to 
faith and money so that we will live, love, 
lead, generously. 

Join us, even if you have participated in a 
prior EMU event; there will be a  balance 
of new material and o n-going topics 
covered in these EMU Days. Rostered 
leaders participating in this event will 
have some pre-work, peer conversations, 
and receive a professional services 
voucher for $500 to support 
consultations with a financial planner, 
accountant, or attorney. 

Visit njsynod.org/emu for upcoming 
dates and locations.  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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In Our Prayers 

Long-Term Illness:  

Martha Baldwin 

Rich Barlett  

Phyllis Cipriano  

Sue Downey 

Tracey Downey 

Durkin Family  

Lisa Fisher  

Elona Folk  

David Franklin 

Kim Franklin 

Mary Gilligan 

Sharon Goodman  

Sandy Greer 

Kathy Guiamano  

Diane Hopster  

Rich Hough 

Christopher Joyce  

Erin Larson 

Sandy McDermott 

Gale McNamara 

Kevin McNamara 

Dina Manzella 

William Mirabella  

Robbie Moffitt 

Joan Moran 

Eddie Morris 

Carmen Mount 

Joseph Myers  

Joanne Nisi 

Robert Pante 

Bernie Schwartz 

Soldiers and Civilians  

      of War  

John Stables 

Elaine Todd 

Kaitlin Whitford 

 

April, May, June: 

Cliff Tobin 

Lauren MacDuffie 

Tim Rostad 

Jane Heide 

Barbro Barnes 

Nayda Harris 

Ruth Bauer 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please add the following person(s) to Cross of Glory’s Prayer List: 

Name:________________________________________ 

Prayer Concern: 

_______Hospitalized   _______Recuperating   _______Homebound 

_______Outpatient   _______Other    _______Please remove the above 

            person from the Prayer List 

 

Submitted by:____________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Relationship to above:____________________________ 

 

Please check one: _______Long-Term Prayer List  _______3 Month Prayer List 

 

You may give this form to an usher, place it in the offering plate, or drop it off in the church office. 
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Congratulations and best 

wishes to everyone 

celebrating this month! 

 

Don’t see your birthday or 

anniversary? Please make 

sure the church office has 

your information. 

732-583-1118 or 

cogoffice@juno.com 

 

6th—Stephen Krachie 

12th—Dawn Weg 

13th—Pastor Gary 

20th—Hunter Greene 

 Willis Hines 

21st—Elijah Morris 

23rd—Kieran Maloney 

24th—Silvano Brewster 

26th—Gina Pante 

July Birthdays 
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Church Cleaning Schedule 

June — December 2017 

Ingrid Carlson, Coordinator 

Saturday 

July 1  Carlson, Vaughn 

July 8  Lee, Hines 

July 15 Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

July 22 Maloney, Morris 

July 29 Carlson, Vaughn 

Aug 5  Lee, Hines 

Aug 12 Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Aug 19 Maloney, Morris 

Aug 26 Carlson, Vaughn 

Sept 2  Lee, Hines 

Sept 9  Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Sept 16 Maloney, Morris 

Sept 23 Carlson, Vaughn 

Sept 30 Lee, Hines 

Oct 7  Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Oct 14  Maloney, Morris 

Oct 21  Carlson, Vaughn 

Oct 28  Lee, Hines 

Nov 4  Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Nov 11 Maloney, Morris 

Nov 18 Carlson, Vaughn 

Nov 25 Lee, Hines 

Dec 2  Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Dec 9  Maloney, Morris 

Dec 16 Carlson, Vaughn 

Dec 23 Lee, Hines 

Dec 30 Fauder, Nichols, Odell 

Carlson: 566-7095 

Fauder: 591-5725  

Hines: 521-1690 

Lee: 566-8821 

Maloney: 583-7208 

Morris: 566-6868 

Nichols: 264-6740 

Odell: 583-2725 

Vaughn: 583-4495 
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